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Important Information About Lead 
in Your Drinking Water

Clackamas River Water found elevated 
levels of lead in drinking water in some 
homes and buildings. Lead can cause 
serious problems, especially for pregnant 
women and young children. Please read 
this information closely to see what you 
can do to reduce lead in your drinking 
water.

Testing Your Water For Lead

To have your water tested for lead please 
contact one of the local laboratories 
approved by the Oregon Drinking Water 
Program listed below.

• Alexin Analytical Laboratories
503-639-9311

• Pyxis Laboratories
503-854-1794

• Test America
503-906-9200

For a complete list of Oregon approved laboratories visit: 
http://healthoregon.gov/dwp



Sources of Lead
Lead is a common metal found throughout the environment. Common sources of lead exposure are from
lead based paint, household dust, soil and plumbing materials. Lead is also found in other household 

objects such as toys, cosmetics and pottery .

 

If your home was built before 1985 and you are unsure if your plumbing contains 
lead-based solder please call us at 503-722-9241 to have 

your plumbing tested for lead components.

Sources of Lead in Drinking Water
Clackamas River Water has never detected measurable levels of lead in the 

Clackamas River and has no lead service connections. The main sources of lead 
contamination in drinking water within the Clackamas- North Service Area are 
from components associated with your home plumbing system. These include 

lead solder used to join copper pipes and brass or chrome plated 

Elevated levels of lead are most likely to be found in homes built prior to 1985 
when lead-based solder was still being used in home construction.   If your 
home contains lead-based solder you are considered a “high risk” home for 

lead exposure through drinking water.

Health Effects of Lead
Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your body from drinking water. It can 

cause damage to the brain and kidneys, and can interfere with the production of red blood cells that
carry oxygen to all parts of the body. The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants, young children,

and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects of lead on the brain with lowered IQ in
children. Adults with kidney problems and high blood pressure can be affected by low levels of lead 

more than healthy adults. Lead is stored in the bones, and it can be released later in life. During 
pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother’s bones, which may affect brain development.
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If Your Plumbing Contains 
Lead Components 

Clackamas River Water Encourages 
You to Follow These Easy Steps

Please Note: 
Boiling your water does not 

reduce lead levels.

North and South Service Areas


